


A The General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) [The General Synod of the 
United Church of Christ] acknowledges and celebrates before God that the United Church of Christ 
is a "true church," an authentic, faithful part of the one universal body of Christ. 

B. The General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) [The General Synod of the
United Church of Christ] declares and celebrates that a relationship of full communion now exists
between both churches, by which is meant that:

1. Both churches are one in faith, and make common confession that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son/Child of the living God (Matthew 16:16, John 11:27);

2. Members of each partner church are members of the one universal church of Jesus Christ
and thus are linked to one another as members of one body;

3. Members share in celebrating the Lord's Supper/Holy Communion in local churches, as­
sociations/areas, regions/conferences, and in national and international meetings;

4. Ordained ministers of each partner church are truly ministers of word and sacrament; and

5. Both churches search for mutual ways of manifesting the common mission of witness and
service.

C. The General Synod of the United Church of Christ [The General Assembly of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)] confesses participation in the sin of church division and commits itself
to work, with God's help and together with its partner church, to effect greater unity in the whole
church of Jesus Christ.

BE IT FURTIIER RESOLVED, the General Synod of the United Church of Christ [the General 
Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)] encourages study of the biblical, theological, 
and practical implications of full communion and authorizes the Ecumenical Partnership Committee 
to give guidance to this process. 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, the General Synod of the United Church of Christ [ the General Assembly 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)] receives the following paragraphs as commentary on 
the meaning of full communion. 

Commentary 

We envision full communion as a dynamic and growing relationship that is more than just accepting 
one another as we now are. It is a mutual commitment to grow together toward a vision of the church 
that enriches our theological traditions, enhances service and mission, and deepens worship.We will 
find diverse expressions of what it means to live in full communion in Christ as we experience life 
together. 

There follows a commentary on the five aspects of the meaning of full communion. It must be 
understood within the context of our wider ecumenical commitments, especially the World Council 
of Churches (including the text Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry) and the Consultation on Church 
Union. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ, along with the 
several other churches in the U.S.A that are in the Consultation on Church Union, are laboring to 
achieve covenant communion in faith, sacraments, ministry and mission. 
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